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of irresistible power on the part of Rome. He was in alliance with German tribes on the West; and although the Rhine frontier might now be regarded as secure, it had become imperatively necessary to establish a check upon the Dacians. In two campaigns Trajan forced Decebalus to come to terms, to acknowledge Roman suzerainty, to admit a Roman garrison to his capital, and to engage to make no independent alliances on his own account. Two years later he was manifestly preparing to renew the war. Trajan again marched into Dacia; Decebalus was crushed and slew himself, and Dacia was formally annexed and converted into a Roman province. The whole system of frontier defence in those regions was reorganized; Dacia serving as an outpost to hold the trans-Danubian barbarians in check.
Frontier defence also engaged Trajan in the East. But fifteen years after his accession he made up his mind that the activities of Parthia necessitated an extension of the Roman frontier. Armenia must no longer be a buffer state alternating between allegiance of Rome and to Parthia, but should be definitely included in the Roman Empire. Its king, it would seem, himself a Parthian, had been becoming actively aggressive. Between 112 and 114 Armenia was subjugated and annexed; and in the following year Upper Mesopotamia was also made a Roman province.
It is only at this stage that Trajan seems to have become possessed with the idea of conquest for its own sake. Next year he crossed the Tigris, but in spite of initial successes, he was forced to beat a retreat, and then he fell ill and died in 117.
Trajan had chosen as his successor his younger cousin Hadrian, whom he had adopted. The selection was confirmed, and Hadrian, who was with the Eastern army, began by recognizing the unwisdom of Trajan's schemes of expansion, evacuated the territory which had been partially subjugated, restored the boundaries, and reorganized the system of defence. The same dislike of extending the bounds of an empire already so large that the control of its marches was a matter of extreme difficulty was displayed by his partial evacuation of Dacia; though not until Roman legions had proved their superiority to the f>arbarians. From the Danube Hadrian travelled to Britain, and here again he built the wall from Tyne to Solway, which marked what he regarded as the real limit of the Empire in that quarter, although the ;Koman rule had nominally been extended as far as the Forth.
Thence he passed through Gaul andSpain, where there was no disturbance; thence to Mauretania which he quieted; and thence back to Syria, to overawe the Parthian king, Chosroes or Khosra. When Chosroes had made a sufficient submission, Hadrian returned to Rome % way of Asia Minor and Athens; and having thus travelled over practically tfee whole extent of his Empire, he paid yet another entirely l.visit to Greece, Syria, and Egypt. Now, however, the last